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Every building and business should have an
‘Energy Champion”. If you are serious about
reducing your carbon footprint and at the same
time reducing bottom line operating costs.
Q:WHAT IS THE CHEAPEST, CLEANEST ENERGY? 

A: IT’S THE ENERGY YOU DON’T USE

You do not have to be a rocket scientist to become an
Energy Champion, you need to know what uses electricity
in your business and understand the basics about electricity
to reduce consumption and to manage the daily energy
demand of your business.  A common sense approach is
always a good start.

An Energy Champion will be more effective for the
implementation and continuous long-term energy reducing
strategies of your business. The objective for your Energy
Champion is not to “know it all” but to understand the core
information requirements. As an example if an external
company is engaged to provide a detailed energy audit then
the Energy Champion needs to understand what to expect
and can confidently and efficiently implement the strategies,
without paying excessive costs to the external providers. 

If I put this to you as a scenario : You have just completed
your Level 1-2 base audit and you have identified that 60%
of the building’s electricity consumption is on air-
conditioning and 10% is on lighting. What are you going to
address first? The lighting or the air-conditioning?

Well I would hope you would say the air-conditioning, if
you could get 15% more efficiency out of your air-
conditioning your return would be far greater than getting
a 50% efficiency on your lighting. This does not mean you
do not look at your lighting, you prioritise where the best
return on investment will be. You may be thinking air-

conditioning, this will cost a fortune. Not true, it can be as
simple as cleaning the filters and having the unit/s serviced
regularly that create efficiencies.

An Energy Champion needs to gain knowledge in the
principals of energy auditing; or at least understand what is
involved in an energy audit and what consumes the
electricity within the business. The basic principles that
need understanding on the journey to becoming an Energy
Champion are as follows:

• Understanding Australian Standard ISO 19011 Auditing
requirements

• Definitions of key technical terms 
• Audit limitations 
• Metering types, reading methods and accreditation 
• Categorising of energy consuming devices 
• Understanding and undertaking review of asset list
• Understanding energy saving devices 
• Effect of human habitation
• Understanding of basic building design and layout
• Effective writing of summary and report

Aligning expectation with the achievable results inside any
organisation is very important. In order to obtain the budget
requirements to undertake the audit one should review the
basis of the 3 levels of audits:

• undertaking the correct level of audit for your
organisation and

• aligning and prioritising issues related to your operations
are the keys to a successful implementation program.

Australian Standard ISO 19011 defines Energy Audits in
three levels as part of an energy audit process.

• Level 1 (considered overview). Purpose is to investigate
the possibility of energy savings to be made. Involves a

desk top investigation with no site visit.
• Level 2. Identifies energy savings available to a site.

Purpose is to show where savings are to be made.
Accuracy +/- 20%

• Level 3. Identifies energy savings to a site, all or in part.
Purpose is to show in detail where savings are to be made.
Recommended to engage a specialist to perform parts of
the audit, to an accuracy of +/- 10 %

The Energy Champion should identify the list of
potential outcomes required of the organisation and
prioritise:

• Cost reductions.
• Systems improvement.
• Improved comforts.
• Reduced waste.

Finally, some additional points that an Energy Champion
should consider are:

• Over what time period will your first energy audit take?
• When does one need to call on technicians and engineers

with specific expertise?
• What will be undertaken on completion of the audit?

Educating yourself and your business is a good start to
becoming energy efficient, saving money and the planet.

AOQ-QLD® in partnership with Watt Utilities offers
Energy Auditing Courses throughout Australia from
Introduction to Advanced, compliant to ISO 19011
Auditing Standards. For further information, please access
www.aoq.org.au/EnergyTrain.htm or contact AOQ-
QLD® at 07 3816 2255.

More information request Energy 0204 to
progbus@pbinstitute.net

Becoming an “Energy Champion”
– Energy Auditing and Efficiency

Michael Newton, Watt Utilities
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Energy Summit
2010

Date February 2010

HOST
Energy Division

THEME
Energise Your Bottom Line

LOCATION
Brisbane

Online registrations
www.aoq.org.au/Energy2010.htm

or telephone +61 7 3816 2255
or email info@aoq.org.au
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Are you paying 
too much for

electricity?
Watt Utilities can help. With over
50 years combined experience in
the electricity industry we know
what to look for. 

Is your business on the correct tariff? 
Are you on the correct network charges

if under contract?
Would you like to know if your building or

development can sell bulk electricity and the
peace of mind that you are not breaching the

Electricity Act? 
Take the guess work out of your decision and
contact us. 

• New market contracts 

• Tariff Review (are you paying too much?) 
• Contestability Analysis 

(are you eligible for a market contract?)
• Strata Contestability Analysis 

(is your site eligible to On-Supply 
Electricity?) 

• Electricity Billing Services
• Future Costing and Load Profiling 

for Developers
• Contract Renewals  
• Energy Conservation Audit Courses 

in conjunction with AOQ-QLD®

• Communications Audits

1300 734 088
info@wattutilities.com.au
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